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shop, the shop would put off the widow. And I
may venture to say, that where there is one widow
that keeps on the trade now, after a husband's de-
cease, there were ten, if not twenty, that did it
then.

But now the ladies are above it, and disdain it so
much, that they choose rather to go without the
prospect of a second marriage, in virtue of the
trade, than stoop to the mechanic low step of carry-
ing on the business ; and they have their reward, for
they do go without it; and whereas they might in
former times, match infinitely to their advantage,
by that method now they throw themselves away,
and the trade too.

But this is not the case which I particularly aim
at in this chapter. If the women will act weakly
and foolishly, and throw away the advantages that
are put into their hands, be that to them, and it is
their business to take care of it; I would still have
them have the opportunity put into their hands, and
that they may make the best of it if they please ; if
they will not, the fault is their own. To this end,
I say, I would have every tradesman make his wife
so much acquainted with his trade, and so much
mistress of the managing part of it, that she may be
able to carry it on, if she pleases, in case of his
death; if she does not please, or if she will not ac-
quaint herself with it, that is another case; it is
none of his fault, and she must let it alone; but he
should put it into her power, or give her the offer
of it.

1. He should do it for her own sake; namely, as
before, that she may make her advantage of it,
either for disposing herself and the shop together,
as is said above, or for the more readily disposing
the goods, and getting in the debts, without dis-
honouring herself, as I have observed, and marry-